Historical Roots of Sustainability

The sun also rises, and the sun goes down, and hastens to the place where it arose. The wind goes toward the south and turns about to the north, it whirls about continuously and the wind returns again according to its circuits. All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full. Unto the place where the rivers come, they return again. The thing that has been; it is what shall be; And that which is done is that which shall be done. ~ Ecclesiastes 1:5-9

The frog does not drink up the pond in which it lives. ~ Native American proverb 

In every deliberation, we must consider the impact of our decision on the next seven generations.

~ Great Law of the Hau de no sau nee   (Iroquois Nation)

According to Jewish teachings in the Talmud, God brought Adam to the Garden of Eden and warned:

Take heed not to corrupt and destroy My world. For if you corrupt it, there will be no one to set it right after you.  ~ Ecclesiastes Rabba 7.13

Definitions of Sustainability

A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability and beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong if it tends otherwise.  ~ Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac, 1949
A sustainable agriculture is one that depletes neither the people nor the land. ~ Wendell Berry, 1984
To achieve sustainability, a system must be ecologically sound, economically viable, socially just, and 

humane (embodying our highest values--how we treat animals, people and the Earth). ~ Alliance for Sustainability, Manna, 1984 and www.allianceforsustainability.net

Sustainable development meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.  ~ U.N. World Commission on Environment & Development, Our Common Future, 1987
Triple Bottom Line, focusing on “economic prosperity, environmental quality and social justice.”

~ John Elkington, Cannibals with Forks: The Triple Bottom line of 21st Century Business, 1998

Also referred to as the 3 Ps (People, Planet, and Profits) or 3 Es (Equity, Ecology and Economy):

Natural Step Framework: In a sustainable society, nature won’t be subject to systematically increasing: 

1. concentrations of substances extracted from the earth’s crust;

2. concentrations of substances produced by society;

3. degradation by physical means; and, 

4. in that society, human needs are met worldwide.

~ The Natural Step, www.naturalstep.org 
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